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Title: The Promise Still Stands: All Are Children of God Through Faith In 
Christ Jesus 

Text:  Galatians 3:15-29 
 

Theme: In the doctrine of justification by grace alone through faith alone in Christ 
alone we become the very children of God.  As such we are the heirs according to 
promise. 
  
“What’s in a name?  That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as 
sweet.”  (William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet, 11:2). 
 

Question: How do I become a child of God?  Is the putting on of Christ something 
that I must do or is it something that has been done?  What purpose does the Law 
serve?  Is the Law contrary to the Promise?  Does the Law take precedence over the 
Promise?  Can the Law impart life?  Does the Law still have a function with the arrival 
of the promised seed?  Does the doctrine of grace have any practical, earthy 
implications? 
 

Introduction: Paul is relentless in his desire to dismantle the theology of the 
Judiazers.  With 3:7, 9, 14 and 29 Paul makes the Judiazers writhe in mental anguish.  
The Promise still stands. 
 

Overview: 
“Third external proof: The evidence of another [related] argument (3:15-29). As in 
verses 6-14 so here in verses 15-29, Paul again presented a premise (vv. 15-16) followed 
by supporting proof from Scripture (vv. 17-29). His premise is that the universal 
[promise] aspects of the Abrahamic Covenant could not be set aside nor conditionally 
modified after it was ratified and these aspects are fulfilled in Abraham's singular seed, 
Christ. The Mosaic Law was a covenant added 430 years after the Abrahamic Covenant 
(Exod. 12:40). Its addition did not nullify God's previous granting of inheritance based 
on His promise (Gal. 3:17-18). Verses 19-25 are a digression. Because of transgressions 
(parabaseon) and until Christ the Seed should come, the Mosaic Law was added 
(prosetetha) for the temporary purposes of shutting up (sunekleisen) all under sin and 
becoming a tutor (paidagogos) to lead the Jews to faith in Christ. Then in verses 26-29 
Paul affirmed that faith in Christ is now all that is needed to enter into the full-
privileged covenantal relationship of a son of God and Abraham's offspring.” (All 
Greek words were transliterated by the citer [emphasis added]) Bibliotheca Sacra 150 
(October-December 1993) 416-39 (citing 426, 427). Copyright © 1993 by Dallas 
Theological Seminary. Cited with permission. RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE 

BOOK OF GALATIANS, PART 2* Walter B. Russell III 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
In considering the book of Galatians we can note a three-fold division. 

• Chapters 1-2 = Personal/Biographical/Authorization/Vindication  

• Chapters 3-4 = Doctrinal/Biblical/Presentation/Exposition  

• Chapters 5-6 = Practical/Behavioral/Application  



The Book of Galatians – Taught by Pastor Patrick J. Griffiths © 2008, Waukesha Bible Church 
GLORIA Institute – Fall 2008 

 

83 

 
Its Eternal Value:  
Christ is the fulfillment of all God’s promises.  We can rest in Him and cease from our 
working. 
 
The Problem: 
A problem exists when we do not see the relationship between the Law and faith.  The 
Law served faithfully the purpose of God.  Once it fulfilled its role it was finished.  
Believers are wrong for going back to the shadow when the substance has appeared. 
 
The Storyline: 
The promises to Abraham, the giving of the Law, and the coming of Jesus Christ are all 
part of one purpose.  Each aspect of God’s plan compliments the unfolding of the story. 
 
Question: 
Verse 15 
1. What parallel ideas is Paul comparing in verse 15?  What is Paul's purpose in 

contrasting the covenant with the law? 
Verse 16 
2. What does the plural “promises” imply?  Notice the singular “promise” in verse 

18.  Compare Genesis 21:12 and 22:18, with Galatians 3:16, 17. What is meant by 
'the seed' singular in relation to the covenant?  What is the connection between 'the 
seed" singular and 'the seed' collective singular as in Genesis 12:2, 3; 13:15; and 
17:1-8? 

3. Who are the beneficiaries of Abraham’s promises? 
4. Who is the seed of Abraham? 
Verse 17 
5. Does the Law from Moses negate the promise to Abraham? 
Verse 18 
6. Verse 18 appears to be setting the means of inheritance by the Law in contrast to 

the means of inheritance by promise.  Remember the contrast between works and 
faith.   

Verse 19 
7. If the inheritance is by faith, why was the Law given?  According to Galatians 3:19, 

for what does Paul say the law is useful?  Why could Paul say that the law was not 
at all opposed to the promises of God? (Gal. 3:21). 

8. Notice the word “until.”  What does this suggest about the Law? 
9. Is the Law contrary to the promises of God? 
Verse 21 
10. Can the Law or any law impart life? 
11. What is life synonymous with in verse 21? 
Verses 22, 23 
12. What does it mean when it says, “The Scripture has shut up everyone under sin”?  

Notice verse 23.   
13. How does the Law function in relation to faith in Jesus Christ? 
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14. In verse 23 how is the idea of “faith” used?  Is it simply the act of faith or the object 
of faith?  What do we mean when we say ‘faith came’ and ‘faith is revealed?’ 

15. In the relationship between Law and faith, what might we conclude concerning the 
purpose of God? 

Verse 24 
16. What does the “therefore” of verse 24 introduce? 
17. How should we view the Law? 
Verses 25-27 
18. Are believers under the Law? 
19. How do we become sons of God? 
20. Paul speaks of having been baptized into Christ.  What does this mean?  Is there 

any information prior to this text that would explain what this means? 
21. What imagery does Paul use to explain what this baptism looks like? 
Verses 28, 29 
22. What is verse 28 communicating and how does this further Paul’s argument?  

Think about Peter’s failure and the message preached by the false brethren. 
23. How are we Abraham’s descendants? 
24. Compare verse 14 with verse 29.  What are the two aspects of the promise in these 

two verses? 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know that God keeps His promises.  
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose Christ as the fulfillment of those 
promises. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in Christ as the 
securer of our inheritance. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Nature of the Promise (3:15-18) 
 

A. It cannot be changed (v. 15) 
 
Once the agreement has been made no one can alter it.  It cannot be stripped of its 
power. 
 
“If this is the case in human affairs, how much more will a covenant made by God 
prove inviolable?” (C.F. Hogg and W.E. Vine, The Epistle to the Galatians, 140). 
 

B. It was made with Abraham and to his seed, Christ (v. 16) 
 
Ultimately, it is through and in Christ that all the families of the earth will be blessed. 
 

Genesis 13:15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed for ever. 
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Genesis 15:5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, 
So shall thy seed be. 
Genesis 17:7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed 
after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, 
and to thy seed after thee. 

 
Is Jesus Christ the only “seed” (i.e., descendent) of Abraham?  First, Abraham had 
multiple wives (Cf., “Abraham’s Family Tree”).  Second, only one of his wives and 
children became the “seed” of promise (Isaac versus Ishmael).  Third, Christ is the 
ultimate seed and fulfillment of the promise (Gal. 3:16).  Fourth, those who are Christ’s 
become the descendents of Abraham (Gal. 3:29). 
 
How do we know this?  The New Testament says so. 
 
“The word ‘seed’ is a collective noun, and though singular in form is ordinarily used for 
a number of persons viewed collectively.  The Apostle’s emphasis on the fact that the 
word ‘seed’ was used to Abraham, not ‘seeds,’ and his deduction that an individual was 
intended, not a nation, presents a difficulty.”  (C.F. Hogg and W.E. Vine, The Epistle to 
the Galatians, 141, 142). 
 
“The problem with this passage, which emerges in most translations, is the word ‘seed,’ 
which I have here translated as ‘family.’  Thisis in fact the only way to make full sense 
of Paul’s argument.  God made promises ‘to Abraham and his seed’; the ‘seed’ is 
singular, meaning the Messiah – who, for Paul, represents God’s people, so that the 
‘singular seed’ means the single family, incorporated into the Messiah, that God always 
intended.”  ([emphasis his] Tom Wright, Paul for Everyuone: Galatians and Thessalonians, 
36). 
 
How is the problem resolved?  By noting the Christ-centered hermeneutic used by 
Jesus, the apostles and the early church. 
 

C. It cannot be invalidated or nullified by the establishing of another 
covenant (v. 17) 

 
The word “invalidate” occurs three times in the New Testament.  Twice it is used to 
describe the negating of God’s Word by the use of traditions (Matt. 15:6; Mark 7:13). 
And once in our present passage. 
 
The word “nullify” is used 26 times in the New Testament.  It means to cancel out the 
power of an object.  Notice Romans 6:6; 7:2 and Hebrews 2:14. 
 

Romans 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that 
our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves 
to sin; 
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Romans 7:2 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is 
living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the 
husband. 
Hebrews 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself 
likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render 
powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 

 
READ Romans 4:1-16 
 

D. It cannot be earned, it is of grace (v. 18) 
 
The word “granted” is charizomai.  It comes from the same word family as grace 
(charis).  It is a perfect tense suggesting that the initial actions continues.  What God 
gave by grace He continues to give by grace.  If the Law can nullify the promise then 
the word and the oath of God has failed.  (C.F. Hogg and W.E. Vine, The Epistle to the 
Galatians, 148). 
 
What is the inheritance promised to Abraham? 
 
“In the present passage he uses ‘inheritance’ in the same comprehensive way, but 
apparently without any reference to the earthly elements in the promises, and having in 
mind only those spiritual and heavenly blessings of which Canaan was intended to be a 
type.”  (C.F. Hogg and W.E. Vine, The Epistle to the Galatians, 146). 
 
If the physical aspects of the promise are typological, then why would be go back to the 
shadow when we have the substance? 
 
The “for” of verse 18 explains Paul’s reasoning.  The law and promise are two distinct 
covenants.  According to our passage one is works and the other is faith.  One is 
founded upon doing and the other upon believing.  Same thought as in 3:11, 12.  The 
next logically question would be, “What is the purpose of the Law?” 
 

II. The Purpose of the Law (3:19-24) 
 
Notice how the Law was added.  It is important to note how revelation is progressive.  
The Law was added because of human depravity, but it was not added because the 
promise was deficient.  The Law was an intentional part of God’s design.  Each body of 
divine revelation unfolds the purpose of God and the person of God.  If you use the 
seven labels of dispensational theology (i.e., innocence, conscience, human government, 
promise, law, grace, and millennial kingdom) to explain the idea each one is simply a 
fuller picture of God’s purpose and person.   
 
The purpose of the Law is explained by asking two questions (vv. 19, 21). 
 

A. If one cannot be justified by works, why the Law? (v. 19) 
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The Law was added to show sin as a transgression (v. 22).  READ ROMANS 7:7-13 
Remember, it was through the Law that we died to the Law.  The Law does not kill me, 

sin taking occasion through the Law kills me.  Notice the distinct function of the Law 
and its temporal nature.  It has a distinct purpose until the one to whom the promise 
was made arrived. 
 
“The Law can do nothing for us except to arouse the conscience. Before the Law comes 
to me I feel no sin. But when the Law comes, sin, death, and hell are revealed to me. 
You would not call this being made righteous. You would call it being condemned to 
death and hell-fire.”  PROJECT WITTENBERG, Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians (1535) by 
Martin Luther, Translated by Theodore Graebner (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing 
House, 1949), Chapter 3, pp. 135-149 Galatians 3:20-29.  Commenting on Galatians 3:20. 

 
Verse twenty gives us a contrast between the establishment of the Law and that of 
promise.  With Law there was a mediator between two parties, with promise there was 
only God. 
 
Notice the idea of mediator.  “Unlike the law, the promise is absolute and 
unconditional.  It depends on the sole decree of God.  There are not two contracting 
parties.  There is nothing of the nature of a stipulation.  The giver is everything, the 
recipient nothing.”  ([emphasis his] C.F. Hogg and W.E. Vine, The Epistle to the Galatians, 
153). 
 

B. Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? (v. 21) 
 

1. No, because the Law is incapable of imparting life (cf. vv.10-
12). 

 
2. No, because the Law functions as a custodian to keep us until 

Christ’s arrival (v. 23). 
 
The Law “kept us in custody.”  The word is phroureo.  It means, “To guard, protect by 
a military guard, either to prevent hostile invasion, or to keep the inhabitants of a 
besieged city from flight.”  It is an imperfect passive indicative.  This is the on going 
function of the Law.  The action has not yet been terminated. 
 
The second word used by Paul is sugkleio ([four times in the New Testament] Luke 5:6; 
Rom. 11:32; Gal. 3:22, 23).   It means, “To shut up together, enclose.”  It was used of 
enclosing a large group of fish in a net (Luke 5:6) or of shutting up an object on all sides, 
to shut up completely.  This word is a perfect passive participle.  The action happened 
once but the results are on going. 
 
The Law functions as a prison, keeping us until the Law-giver sets us free.  Everyone 
under sin is in a prison called Law.  The Law keeps us until Faith is revealed.  
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3. No, because the Law functions as a guardian to lead us to 
Christ (v. 24) 

 

The Law leads us to Christ in order that (hina −purpose clause) we might be justified by 
faith.  This is something the Law could not do.  All that the Law could do was function 
as a custodian, a tutor, a guardian to show us our inability to continually and 
completely (2:10) keep its standard.   
 
The Law functioned as a paidagogos. It means, “A guardian and guide of boys. Among 
the Greeks and the Romans the name was applied to trustworthy slaves who were 
charged with the duty of supervising the life and morals of boys belonging to the better 
class. The boys were not allowed so much as to step out of the house without them 
before arriving at the age of manhood.” 
 
“This old and common word for the slave employed in Greek and Roman families of 
the better class in charge of the boy from about six to sixteen. The paedagogue watched 
his behaviour at home and attended him when he went away from home as to school. 
Christ is our Schoolmaster and the law as paedagogue kept watch over us till we came 
to Christ.”  (A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures) 
 
Those who are without Christ still live under the burden of the Law’s impossible 
weight.  They are still held captive by its rules and regulations.  And it is a system that 
curses their inability.  Only in Christ can they find deliverance from their continual and 
complete failure. 
 
It is interesting to see how Paul views the Law.  He does not charge it with wrong 
doing.  It does what God designed it to do.  There is, in a real sense, a protective aspect 
to the Law.  Although through the Law I died to the Law, the Law kept me “safe” until 
the deliverer came and set me free. 
 

III. The Consequences of Faith in Jesus Christ (vv. 25-29) 
 

A. Because Christ has come we are no longer under the Law (v.25).   
 
“As far as the conscience is concerned it may cheerfully ignore the Law. But because sin 
continues to dwell in the flesh, the Law waits around to molest our conscience. More 
and more, however, Christ increases our faith and in the measure in which our faith is 
increased, sin, Law, and flesh subside.”  PROJECT WITTENBERG, Commentary on the Epistle to 
the Galatians (1535) by Martin Luther, Translated by Theodore Graebner (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1949), Chapter 3, pp. 135-149 Galatians 3:20-29.  Commenting on Galatians 
3:25. 

Matthew 5:17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did 
not come to abolish but to fulfill. 18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and 
earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until 

all is accomplished. 19 "Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the 
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kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 20 "For I say to you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Romans 3:27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of 
works? No, but by a law of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by 
faith apart from works of the Law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not 
the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30 since indeed God who will 
justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith is one. 31 
Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, 
we establish the Law. 

 
B. It is by faith we have become the sons of God (v.26).   

 
Verse 26 gives us the reason as to why verse 25 is true.  Remember the exclusive 
language of the false brethren and now the “you are all sons of God.”  I am to live as 
someone who has been freed from bondage. 
 

Acts 13:38 "Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and through Him everyone who 
believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through 
the Law of Moses. 

 
C. As sons of God we have been baptized into Christ and have clothed 

ourselves with Him (v. 27). 
 
Verse 27 gives us the reason as to why verse 26 is true.  Notice the parallel idea in 
Galatians 2:20. 
 

20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

 
This is part of the promise of the Spirit spoken of in verse 14.  Baptized is an aorist 
passive indicative.  This was an action received once when I was saved.  The “clothing” 
is aorist middle indicative.  A middle voice suggests I did this to myself.  I put Him on 
when I received by grace through faith Christ.  He becomes the believer’s identity. 
 

D. As sons of God we are all one in Christ Jesus (v. 28).   
 
The “all” in verses 26 and 28 is emphatic by placement.  Remember this is the 
conclusion to be drawn from Galatians 2:20.  Our new identity is in Christ and not by the 
Law. 
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“In the Jewish morning prayer, which Paul must all his pre-Christian life have used, the 
Jew thanks God that “Thou has not made me a Gentile, a slave or a woman.”  (Barclay, 
Galatians, 32)  In His body there are no racial, class or gender distinctions. We are to 

live humbly before others realizing we are no better or worse than anyone else.  First 
Corinthians assures us there are functional distinctions, but no one part is of more 
importance than the whole.  There is a distinction in function, but not of essence. 
 

Colossians 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true 
knowledge according to the image of the One who created him-- 11 a renewal in 
which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in 
all 
Ephesians 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one 
and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the 
enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in 
Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 

 
There is an organic unity in the body of Christ.  If we could but grab this we would be 
ashamed of our pettiness that divides her. 
 

E. Because I belong to Christ and am of His seed (v. 16), I am a 
descendant of Abraham and thus an heir according to Promise (v. 29).  

 
“The Apostle carries his readers to the conclusion that all the privileges contemplated 
by the Jews belong too those who are ‘of faith’ in Christ.”  (C.F. Hogg and W.E. Vine, 
The Epistle to the Galatians, 177). 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
As a son of God    There is Privilege 
 
Having been baptized into Christ There is Identification 
 
Being all one in Christ  There is Unity 
 
Belonging to Christ   There is  Ownership 
 
Being an heir    There is  Inheritance 
 
Thus,  
 
When I “feel” shunned I have  Direct access 
 
When I “feel” isolated I have  Unconditional acceptance 
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When I “feel” stress  I have  Burden bearing Camaraderie 
 
When I “feel” directionless I have  Stable family 
 
When I “feel” poor  I have  Inexhaustible wealth 
 
As one of the justified I am to live according to my position not my feelings or 
circumstances.  We are to let our position impact our circumstances not the other way 
around. 
 
Listen to the closing words of Martin Luther, 
 
“What tongue, either of men or angels, can sufficiently extol and magnify the 
inestimable grace and glory which we have in Christ Jesus, namely, that we which are 
miserable sinners and by nature the children of wrath, should attain to such honor as to 
be made the children and heirs of God, fellow-heirs with the Son of God, and lords over 
heaven and earth; and that by the only means of our faith which is in Christ Jesus?”  
(Galatians, 339) 
 
How many legs does a cow have? Four.  How many legs does a cow have if I call the 
tail a leg?  Still only four.  It does not matter what you call a tail, it will always be a tail. 
 
You can feel as ugly and as defeated as you want, but it will not change what you are in 
Christ.  Today, may we learn to live in light of what we are in Him. 


